School Days, School Days,

Dear Old Golden Rule Days
Many of our ancestors attended a one-room school. Even Abe Lincoln was educated in one,
actually a primitive log cabin in Knob Creek, Kentucky, USA.

The One-Room School Attended by Abe Lincoln in the early 1800's.
The situation in the New Brunswick schools at the turn of the 20th century left a great deal
to be desired. Most of the schools in the province were one-room schoolhouses, with pupils at all
levels sharing a single teacher. The number of students varied from six to 40 or more. The
youngest children sat in the front, while the oldest students sat in the back. There would have
been a wood-burning stove since there was no other source of heat. The bathroom would have
been outside in an outhouse.

In the early years, education was poorly organized, and anyone who wanted to teach could
easily do so without any official training. It took more than 50 years after the province was
founded for New Brunswick to set up institutions designed to train teachers. The first training
school opened in Fredericton in 1848 and over the next few years additional training schools were
opened in Saint John and Chatham but they eventually closed. During the next number of years
the Fredericton school moved from one part of the city to another until in 1931 a new and larger
Teachers College was established in 1931.

Teachers College in Fredericton: 1931-1973
The largest single land expropriation in the history of New Brunswick took place in the early
1950's. It happened much to the surprise of local residents who had been kept in the dark about
it until the last minute. Farms were seized, families moved elsewhere, communities wiped out, and
buildings destroyed to allow for the construction of Camp Gagetown. As many as 20 one-room
schools were included in the devastation. Imagine a student experiencing culture shock when
being plucked out of his/her one-room school to be enrolled in a school of many classrooms,
separate cloakrooms and even indoor toilets!
By 1965 many one-room schools in our province had already been closed and by 1967 the
doors were shut on the remaining ones. Some were left to decay or were demolished. Some were
purchased by locals and moved to their property and used as a farm building or perhaps a garage.
Others were renovated to become community halls and meeting places.
In 1973, the decision was made to close the Teachers College in Fredericton and transfer
its programs to the University of New Brunswick, where would-be teachers would be enrolled in
a four-year program. Three years later the former Teachers College building housed the New
Brunswick Department of Justice. The ‘School Days Museum’ is located in the annex of the
building, a fitting location for the replica of a one-room school .... situated in the former Teachers
College!

We have come a long way from the days of the one-room school
to the modern school of today.

